Urish Cheep, The Tusowmnnc looster

2:3) Saturday u’n@ht/éuma\m’ worm\mg T have several b’ug eveuts m the week
Ahend, two of whch way s'ugm'\P‘c_Aths’ wold wy Fusncial foture. ARer st a Fewo

hours of sleep, Tw awske, wde awake. Aucther case of usowunn.

In wy wide-ered wental twistug and turumg, I wouder: Do Amwals get msowna?
Chickens go to bed and get vp with the sun. Even durug the day they find
shady places, uwestle m and take waps. Our dogs and cats unever secewm to lave
Ay problems sleepug.  They <cem to sleep wuch of ther Lives nwny.

Now that T thuk of t, warbe we dd have s rooster with msowmin.  Uriskh Cheep
wAs A bepvtful, Lustrovs black rooster y
with Q.Ou)lvt@ black tal Festhers, proof
of this black Suvwstran bloodlne. He
Uad st one flaw, he crowed scze_w'nmgu’
ALL wight Loug! @é‘mg the wght
stalker that T am (n our howe, ouly),
Td hear Um m the cUicken vard
C,rowlma At 2 AMm, 2:3F Am, 303 Am, 3¢
mr, etc. Aud t seemed to be wnearly
every m'n@lAt that I was Awnke, <O was
he. Then Ualf s hour before suurise,
he'd wmove From the cUicken hovse m
the Far coruner of the ACrenge VP to
the Feuce bY the back porch and start
crowmg there, Lovd and m persom.

Hs wow, Velwn Sulwma, Black Svwmstrs Uen, Ustched Ursl sund Uis seveun sblngs
wot m the chicken hovse as wost heus, but m the goat vard.  She raged her
brood ovt wm the tall grasses.  Urnah never learned or uwever chiose, whichever
the chse, to sleep m the clicken hovse. Tustend le slept on the ovtside of
the coop on A lgh ledge. He even slept there throvgh horricane ttas Perce
wuds. Tt was clearly Us chosen spot and he wes uot gomg to conforwm to
typeal chicken M'|5|At Life.

From W Ugh Ledge over the clicken hovse door, he crowed off snd oun
throvghovt the wight. T Alwars thovght t was becavse he perceved possible
c\/-wtgers to the Rock, Hut tom'ngl/lt M WY msomnmncical wmeutal we/amder'nmgs, T thwmk
Urialh Cheep was a fellow wmsowmninc. Marbe w Us wmsownia he st did not kuow
that mgowmia s uot somethng rPouv Loguaciovsly share with others all wght Loug)



We thovght we would tram Um to go wm the clicken hovse and sleep throvgh
+the m’nal/lt Like aAll the other gquiet clhickens. So, one u\'ugb\t 2on C,AuglAt U And
put U m the chicken hovse and closed the door as we aAlwars do. He had to
stay m with the others all wght loug.  Such conforwity was just too woch for
Us spirit for after oue wight m the clicken hovse, Urisk decided Ue was NOT
sleepug m there agaml After thst wight, whenever he <aw Zon Ueadung toward
the chicken hovse at dusk, Uriah would protest and squawk quite Lovdly aud fLy
off uto the tall grasses.  He eveutvally returued mud perched on U elevated
ten foot Ugh Lledge, crowmg at will vuder the starry Texas <kies.

Urish Cheep was <still vouug. T lLiked hw. He was friendly, kept a good Rock
of Uheuns, and trested them well. He was protective of Yooug chicks.  He was
ever so handsowe, too. ALL of these were gualities wm Uis Favor. Marbe the
crowmg was A pubert? thug. I wated a covple wonths hopug he wouvld
ovtgrow . But alas, pubert? passed and Ue kept vp Us steady? nocturual

banter.

Urial's Seemmugly 2+ Uovr crowmg was clearly socially wmaccleptable And
Apparently vustoppable.  Just As A naghbor would find » dog that barked
‘tlArO\)glA the u'ught 1o be A wennce, I kuew the same wns true of a rooster thst
crowed throvgh the wgtt. I strougly prowmote respousible Aumwal wansgement
e pencefll ueighborly relations.  Offeudug wy ueighbors with nocturual crowmg
covld wot be. Tt was too grest A offense to be pardovned. Somethng had to
be done with ths no? usownac rooster. He had to go. Like m the Dr. Sevss
book with Marvin K Moouey, Ue had to go, NOowWl

S0, we voted Uralh Cheep off the Farm. We took Uwm, Along with A few of Us
fellow roosters who also possessed other wmcorrigble socinl Wabits, to the
Rooster lescve at the Hovston Huwane Society. There Urish Lives and crows

AwnY Us ustural umsomninc. Life.

The wgltts are quiet Agam.
And still T cant sleep, bt I cant sleep um slence.
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